
HORROR FICTION 

BECAUSE LIFE IS SCARY 

The Chill 

by Scott Carson 

Far upstate, in New York's ancient forests, a drowned village lays 
beneath the dark, still waters of the Chilewaukee reservoir. Early in 
the 20th century, the town was destroyed for the greater good: 
bringing water to the millions living downstate. The local families, 
settled there since America's founding, were forced from their land, 
but they didn't move far, and some didn't move at all... 
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Ring Shout : or, Hunting Ku Kluxes in the End 
Times 

by P. Djáelâi Clark 

In 1915, The Birth of a Nation cast a spell across America, swelling 
the Klan's ranks and drinking deep from the darkest thoughts of 
white folk. All across the nation they ride, spreading fear and 
violence among the vulnerable. They plan to bring Hell to Earth. 
Standing in their way is Maryse Boudreaux and her fellow 
resistance fighters, a foul-mouthed sharpshooter and a Harlem 
Hellfighter. 

The Hollow Kind 

by Andy Davidson 

August Redfern's "estate" is a decrepit farmhouse on a thousand 
acres of old pine forest, but Nellie sees it as the perfect refuge--a 
safe place to hide from her violent husband and the chance for a 
fresh start. But Max sees what his mother can't: Redfern Hill is no 
haven. Something lurks beneath the soil, ancient and hungry, with 
the power to corrupt hearts and destroy souls. And Nellie's return 
is about to wake it up. 

House of Bone and Rain 

by Gabino Iglesias 

For childhood friends Gabe, Xavier, Tavo, Paul, and Bimbo, death 
has always been close. Hurricanes. Car accidents. Gang violence. 
Suicide. Estamos rodeados de fantasmas was Gabe's grandmother's 
refrain. We are surrounded by ghosts. But this time is different. 
Bimbo's mom has been shot dead. We're gonna kill the guys who 
killed her Bimbo swears. And they all agree. 
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Black Tide 

by K. C. Jones 

It was just another day at the beach. Then the world ended. 
Chance made them neighbors, a bottle of champagne brought 
them together, and a shared need for human connection sparked 
something more. Following their drunken and desperate one-night 
stand, the two discover the astronomical event has left widespread 
destruction in its wake. But the cosmic lightshow was only part of 
something much bigger, and far more terrifying. 

I Was a Teenage Slasher 

by Stephen Graham Jones 

1989, Lamesa, Texas. A small west Texas town driven by oil and 
cotton--and a place where everyone knows everyone else's 
business. So it goes for Tolly Driver, a good kid with more potential 
than application, seventeen, and about to be cursed to kill for 
revenge. 

Bad Cree 

by Jessica Johns 

A young Cree woman is tormented by vivid dreams from before her 
sister's untimely death and wakes up with a severed crow's head in 
her hands before returning to her rural hometown in Alberta 
seeking answers. 
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The Deep 

by Alma Katsu 

Annie, having survived the sinking of the Titanic, has attempted to 
put her life back together. Working as a nurse on the Titanic's sister 
ship, the Britannic, newly refitted as a hospital ship, she happens 
across an unconscious Mark, now a soldier fighting in World War I. 
At first, Annie is thrilled and relieved to learn that he too survived 
the sinking, but soon, they both discover that the terror may not 
yet be over. 

The Dead Take the A Train 

by Cassandra Khaw 

Julie is a coked-up, burnt-out thirty-year-old whose only retirement 
plan is dying early. She's been trying to establish herself in the NYC 
magic scene, and she'll work the most gruesome gigs, exorcize the 
nastiest demons, and make deals with the cruelest gods to claw 
her way to the top. But nothing can prepare her for the toughest 
job yet: when her best friend, Sarah, shows up at her door in need 
of help. 

This Wretched Valley 

by Jenny Kiefer 

Four climbers hike into the Kentucky wilderness to climb a newly 
discovered cliff face. But things start going wrong as soon as their 
expedition begins, suggesting something sinister may be present in 
the valley with them ... 
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The Night Guest 

by Hildur Knâutsdâottir 

Iðunn is in yet another doctor's office. She knows her constant 
fatigue is a sign that something's not right, but practitioners 
dismiss her symptoms and blood tests haven't revealed any cause. 
She tries everything from vitamins to sleeping pills to a step-
counting watch. Nothing helps. Until one night Iðunn falls asleep 
with the watch on, and wakes up to find she's walked over 40,000 
steps in the night ... What is happening when she's asleep? Why is 
she waking up with increasingly disturbing injuries? And why won't 
anyone believe her?"--

Daphne 

by Josh Malerman 

The 
night before the big game, one of the players tells a ghost story 
about Daphne, a girl who went to their school many years ago and 
died under mysterious circumstances. They also say that Daphne is 
still out there, obsessed with revenge, and will appear to kill again 
anytime someone thinks about her. After Kit hears the story, her 
teammates vanish, one by one, and Kit begins to suspect that the 
stories about Daphne are real . . . 

The Woods all Black 

by Lee Mandelo 

Something ugly festers within the local congregation, and its malice 
has focused on a young person they insist is an unruly tomboy who 
must be brought to heel. Violence is bubbling when Leslie arrives, 
ready to spill over, and he'll have to act fast if he intends to be of 
use. But the hills enfolding Spar Creek have a mind of their own, 
and the woods are haunted in ways Leslie does not understand. 
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Indian Burial Ground 

by Nick Medina 

A man lunges in front of a car. An elderly woman silently drowns 
herself. A corpse sits up in its coffin and speaks. On this 
reservation, not all is what it seems. Noemi isn't the only one who 
suspects that something menacing might be lurking within their 
tribal lands. After over a decade away, Uncle Louie has returned to 
the reservation, bringing with him a past full of secrets and horror 
... 

Your Shadow Half Remains 

by Sunny Moraine 

Riley has not seen a single human face in longer than she can 
reckon. No faces, no eyes. Not if you want to survive. But when a 
new neighbor moves in down the road, Riley's overwhelming need 
for human contact makes her throw caution to the wind. Somehow, 
in this world where other people can mean a gruesome, bloody 
death, Ellis makes her feel safe. As they grow closer, Riley's grip on 
reality begins to slip and she can no longer fight her deepest 
desires. All Riley wants to do is look. 

Claw Heart Mountain 

by David Oppegaard 

Imagine you are on the way to a remote mountain cabin with your 
friends. Upon arrival, you discover an abandoned armored van with 
fifteen million dollars on board. Would you take the money? Nova 
and her friends answer with a resounding yes. Perhaps their 
answer would have been different had they known that a 
professional killer was already tracking down the money. Or that a 
legendary creature known as the Wraith roams the mountain, 
ravenous with hunger. 
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Hidden Pictures 

by Jason Rekulak 

Mallory Quinn is fresh out of rehab when she takes a job as a 
babysitter for Ted and Caroline Maxwell. She is to look after their 
five-year-old son, Teddy. Mallory immediately loves it. She has her 
own living space, goes out for nightly runs, and has the stability 
she craves. And she sincerely bonds with Teddy, a sweet, shy boy 
who is never without his sketchbook and pencil. His drawings are 
the usual fare: trees, rabbits, balloons. But one day, he draws 
something different: a man in a forest, dragging a woman's lifeless 
body. 

Lovecraft Country 

by Matt Ruff 

Chicago, 1954. When his father Montrose goes missing, 22-year-old 
Army veteran Atticus Turner embarks on a road trip to New 
England to find him, accompanied by his Uncle George -- publisher 
of The Safe Negro Travel Guide -- and his childhood friend Letitia. 
On their journey to the manor of Mr. Braithwhite -- heir to the 
estate that owned one of Atticus's ancestors -- they encounter both 
mundane terrors of white America and malevolent spirits that seem 
straight out of the weird tales George devours. 

Black River Orchard 

by Chuck Wendig 

Take a bite of one of these apples, and you will desire only to 
devour another. And another. You will become stronger. More vital. 
More yourself, you will believe . But then your appetite for the 
apples and their peculiar gifts will keep growing--and become 
darker. Soon it seems that everyone is consumed by an obsession 
with the magic of the apples . . . and what's the harm, if it is 
making them all happier, more confident, more powerful? 
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White Horse 

by Erika T. Wurth 

Old denim jackets, ripped jeans, Stephen King novels, and the 
occasional beer at the White Horse Lounge have defined urban 
Indian Kari James's life so far. But when her cousin Debby finds an 
old family bracelet that once belonged to Kari's mother, it 
inadvertently calls up both her mother's ghost and a monstrous 
entity, and her willful ignorance about her past is no longer 
sustainable. 

Richmond Public Library 
101 East Franklin Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219 
(804) 646-7223 

https://rvalibrary.org/ 
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